
The Feast of the Ascension of the Lord 

21st May 2020 

THE PARISH OF ST CHARLES AND ST THOMAS MORE 

Contact us…  

Parish Telephone  0151 727 2493  Parish Email Address  stcharles@rcaolp.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Hail the day that sees him rise, alleluia! 

to his throne above the skies; alleluia! 

Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, alleluia! 

enters now the highest heaven! alleluia! 

 

 

There for him high triumph waits; alleluia! 

lift your heads, eternal gates! alleluia! 

he hath conquered death and sin; alleluia! 

take the King of glory in! alleluia! 

 

 

Lo! the heaven its Lord receives, alleluia! 

yet he loves the earth he leaves; alleluia! 

though returning to his throne, alleluia! 

still he calls mankind his own. alleluia! 

 

 

Still for us he intercedes, alleluia! 

his prevailing death he pleads, alleluia! 

near himself prepares our place, alleluia! 

he, the first-fruits of our race. alleluia! 

 

 

Lord, though parted from our sight, alleluia! 

far above the starry height, alleluia! 

grant our hearts may thither rise, alleluia! 

seeking thee above the skies. alleluia! 

 

 

There we shall with thee remain, alleluia! 

partners of thy eternal reign, alleluia! 

there thy face forever see, alleluia! 

find our heaven of heavens in thee, alleluia! 



Entrance Antiphon   Acts 1: 11 

 

Men of Galilee,  

why gaze in wonder at the heavens? 

This Jesus whom you saw ascending  

into heaven will return as you saw him go, 

alleluia. 

 

 

Collect 

Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God, 

and make us rejoice with devout thanksgiving, 

for the Ascension of Christ your Son 

is our exaltation, 

and, where the Head has gone before in glory, 

the Body is called to follow in hope. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

 

First reading     Acts 1:1-11 

  

Jesus was lifted up while they looked on 

 

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with 

everything Jesus had done and taught from the 

beginning until the day he gave his instructions 

to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy 

Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had 

shown himself alive to them after his Passion 

by many demonstrations: for forty days he had 

continued to appear to them and tell them 

about the kingdom of God. When he had been 

at table with them, he had told them not to 

leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the 

Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said ‘what 

you have heard me speak about: John baptised 

with water but you, not many days from now, 

will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 

 

Now having met together, they asked him, 

‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is 

not for you to know times or dates that the 

Father has decided by his own authority, but 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you, and then you will be my 

witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout 

Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of 

the earth.’ 

 

As he said this he was lifted up while they looked 

on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They 

were still staring into the sky when suddenly two 

men in white were standing near them and they 

said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing 

here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been 

taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus 

will come back in the same way as you have seen 

him go there.’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 46(47):2-3,6-9 

 

God goes up with shouts of joy;  

the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 

 

All peoples, clap your hands, 

 cry to God with shouts of joy! 

For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 

 great king over all the earth. 

 

God goes up with shouts of joy;  

the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 

 

God goes up with shouts of joy; 

 the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 

Sing praise for God, sing praise, 

 sing praise to our king, sing praise. 

 

God goes up with shouts of joy;  

the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 

 

God is king of all the earth, 

 sing praise with all your skill. 

God is king over the nations; 

 God reigns on his holy throne. 

 

God goes up with shouts of joy;  

the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 

 

Second reading   Ephesians 1:17-23 

 

God made him sit at his right hand in heaven 

 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
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of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and 

perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full 

knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes of 

your mind so that you can see what hope his call 

holds for you, what rich glories he has promised the 

saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the 

power that he has exercised for us believers. This 

you can tell from the strength of his power at work 

in Christ, when he used it to raise him from the 

dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in 

heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, 

Power, or Domination, or any other name that can 

be named not only in this age but also in the age to 

come. He has put all things under his feet and made 

him, as the ruler of everything, the head of the 

Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who 

fills the whole creation. 

 

Gospel Acclamation   Mt28:19,20 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Go, make disciples of all the nations. 

I am with you always; yes, to the end of time. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel     Matthew 28:16-20 

 

Go and make disciples of all nations 

 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the 

mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet them. 

When they saw him they fell down before him, 

though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to 

them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, make 

disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands 

I gave you. And know that I am with you always; 

yes, to the end of time.’ 

 

Communion Antiphon   Mt 28: 20 

 

Behold, I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age, alleluia. 

 

 

 

Spiritual Communion - Prayer of St Alphonsus 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present  

in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  

I love you above all things and  

I passionately desire to receive you into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come spiritually into my soul  

so that I may unite myself wholly to you  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Almighty ever-living God, 

who allow those on earth  

to celebrate divine mysteries, 

grant, we pray, 

that Christian hope may draw us onward 

to where our nature is united with you. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Conclusion 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 From the San Marco Museum, Florence, Italy 



Bishop Vincent Malone 
 

Please pray for the 

repose of the soul of 

Bishop  

Vincent Malone, 

Auxiliary Bishop 

Emeritus,  

who died at the 

Royal Liverpool 

Hospital on 18th 

May aged 88. 

 

The Holy Father, Pope Francis, Cardinal Vincent 

Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster and The Most 

Reverend Malcolm McMahon OP, Archbishop of 

Liverpool have paid tribute to Bishop Malone, 

Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of Liverpool, who died  

 

Archbishop Malcolm has received the following 

message from Pope Francis on the death of 

Bishop Vincent Malone: 

‘His Holiness Pope Francis was saddened to learn 

of the death of Bishop Vincent Malone, and he 

sends prayerful condolences to you and to the 

clergy, religious and lay faithful of the 

Archdiocese.  United with you in offering thanks to 

God for the late Bishop’s many years of priestly 

and episcopal ministry, especially his service to the 

education of young people, His Holiness 

commends his soul to the merciful love of our 

heavenly Father.  To all who mourn Bishop 

Malone’s passing in the sure hope of the 

resurrection, the Holy Father cordially imparts his 

Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of peace and 

consolation in the Risen Lord.’ 

Cardinal Pietro Parolin Secretary of State  

 

Archbishop Malcolm McMahon said: ‘Bishop 

Vincent had retired from his role as auxiliary 

bishop when I arrived in Liverpool six years ago, 

but he was still a very active member of the 

archbishop’s council and a trustee of the 

archdiocese. No report or set of accounts was safe 

from Bishop Vin’s eye for detail. As a young priest 

he had trained as teacher of mathematics, and 

numbers and diagrams certainly contributed to his 

view of the world or at least of the Church, but it 

would be very wrong to portray him as a person 

who was unfeeling.  

 

His mild and polite manner found its fulfilment in 

his ministry as a priest and bishop which was 

characterised by unfailing kindness and respect to 

all those he met and served. Bishop Vincent told 

me that he enjoyed being an auxiliary bishop 

because it kept him close to people. He made a 

massive contribution to the life of the local church 

and city as dean at the Metropolitan cathedral, 

chaplain to Liverpool University and chair of 

numerous committees including the early 

ecumenical bodies which laid the foundations for 

the harmony we enjoy between churches and 

people of faith in these days.  

 

In life, Bishop Vincent Malone was peace with 

God and his creation, may he now be welcomed by 

his Lord into a place of peace and light.’  

 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols said: 'As a fairly young 

priest I was sent to live for a few years at the 

Clergy House of the Metropolitan Cathedral in 

Liverpool. Monsignor Vincent Malone was in 

charge. Above all I remember his endless patience 

to get right every aspect of the work of the 

Cathedral; his unfailing courtesy with every person 

he met, even those who were occasionally very 

difficult; his kindness to those in need who came to 

the door. He had a gentle rebuke for those who 

acted precipitously and a readiness himself to make 

amends.  

 

He offered warm hospitality without ever being 

ostentatious and a quiet witty conversation. He was 

a lovely man to be with. ‘He served the 

Archdiocese unfailingly and the Bishops' 

Conference of England and Wales, especially in 

our ministry in universities, in which he had 

considerable experience.  

 

We will miss him. We pray that he is received by 

our Heavenly Father with loving mercy and that he 

can look down upon us with an affectionate smile 

as he sees us still struggle to do our best. His 

service, his struggle is over. May he rest in peace 

and rise in glory.'  


