
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

12th July 2020 

THE PARISH OF ST CHARLES AND ST THOMAS MORE 

Contact us…  

Parish Telephone  0151 727 2493  Parish Email Address  stcharles@rcaolp.co.uk 

 

Day Feast Times Mass Intention 

Saturday 
Vigil Mass 

Vigil Mass 

4.30 pm 

6.00 pm 

People of the Parish 

Doris Green 

Sunday 

 Sunday Mass 

Sunday Mass 

Sunday Mass  

8.30 am 

10.00 am 

11.30 am 

Jean Louis, Patricia & Andre Janssis 

Richard Woolfrey 

People of the Parish 

Monday   7.00 pm Tommy & Eileen Giblin 

Tuesday  7.00 pm Fr A McCawley 

Wednesday St Bonaventure 7.00 pm Tommy McAndrew 

Thursday Our Lady of Mount Carmel 7.00 pm James Nolan 

Friday   7.00 pm Ray Worsley 

Saturday 
Vigil Mass 

Vigil Mass 

4.30 pm 

6.00 pm 

Tommy Hughes 

People of the Parish 

Sunday 

 Sunday Mass 

Sunday Mass 

Sunday Mass 

8.30 am 

10.00 am 

11.30 am 

Francis Fox 

Patrick Nixon 

Gary Honeyball 

Temporary Mass Times  

Mass Attendance… 
 

Although we have 

started the public 

celebration of Masses 

once more here at St 

Charles we fully 

understand that for some 

parishioners, especially 

those in a vulnerable 

category, it is still 

appropriate to  choose to 

stay at home at this time. 

If that is your decision it 

is important to know that 

the obligation to attend 

Sunday Mass is still 

suspended at this time. 
 

So it is okay that some 

may choose to stay at 

home and others might 

choose to come to Mass 

on a weekday when it is 

quieter - but for those 

returning to Masses it is 

important that we do our 

best to follow the new 

restriction that have been 

put in place for the 

safety of all.  
 

Our temporary Mass 

schedule allows for the 

celebration of extra 

Masses and ultimately 

for more people to 

attend safely.  

Each bench where people can sit has two 

points where people can sit, which are 6 

foot apart, and these places are marked 

with this sign: 
 

For those who come in a group of more than two, and who live in the same 

household, provision is made for you to sit in the bench between these two 

points, but please note that no other households can then use this bench. Other 

benches, clearly marked with notices and tape, are not to be used at this time to 

ensure the social distancing necessary to keep people as safe as possible and the 

Church open.  
 

It might happen that the Church reaches capacity and you will not be permitted 

to enter, please accept my apologies if this is the case, but understand these are 

difficult circumstances and we must comply with the limitations placed upon us.   

Space for an  

Individual or Couple 

From the Same Household 

 



 

Welcome Back!!! 

 

Exploring the new normal… 
 

It has been so long since we were last able to gather 

together for Mass here in St Charles and so welcome 

back to you all!!!  

 

I know that not everyone will be ready to return to Mass 

at the moment and that is fine, but for those that are be 

assured that we are doing all we can to make the Church 

a safe environment for all.  

 

Our first Mass on Monday evening worked well. Our 

three stewards did a wonderful job of guiding the 19 

people who attended through the new procedures and the 

plans unfolded with minimum disruption. Tuesday saw 

the biggest crowd of the week with nearly 30 people 

attending Mass and the rest of the week unfolded without 

too many difficulties.  

 

For this week Masses will continue as last, but it is 

important we keep the situation under review so do check 

with information on the Newsletter week by week. 

 

Telephones… 
 

This week, when so many people were trying to contact 

the Parish Office over our plans to reopen the Church, we 

had a very badly timed problem with our telephone. 

Crossed wires meant that those who tried to call they 

either got an engaged tone, a bunch of static or a message 

offering to connect them with 111 if they had corona 

virus symptoms.  

 

This problem lasted from Friday afternoon till 

Wednesday evening so my apologies to you if you tried 

to call or leave a message and I wasn’t able to get back to 

you please put it down to a case of crossed wires… 

literally.  

 

Thank you to our volunteers… 
 

The role of volunteers is very important in 

our new procedures, if we don’t have a 

minimum of two stewards present for each 

Mass we cannot open. Unfortunately, due to 

the restrictions we are not allowed to use 

people over the age of 70 in this role but I am 

grateful to all those over 70 year olds who 

have made an offer to help and to all those 

under 70 year olds who have taken up the 

stewarding role and have made it possible to 

open our Church. To spread the burden we 

could still do with more offers of help. If you 

can help please send an email or call the 

Parish Office leaving details of the times  you 

are free.  

 

We are trying to arrange a rota that works for 

the weeks ahead, because once a Mass is 

advertised I need to know we have the 

volunteers to cover it and so really we need 

people to commit to a Mass time or more 

each week so that the rota works.   

 

The Mass times are different to normal in 

order to create more opportunities for people 

to attend and, therefore,  an even greater 

capacity but this also is a reflection of when 

volunteers said they are available which is 

primarily after work and during the weekend. 

If we get more volunteers it might be 

possible to offer more opportunities for 

Masses during the week.  

 

We need to create a 1hr 30 mins gap between 

the start of each Mass because after each 

Mass the Church will need to be closed so it 

can be cleaned in preparation for the next 

Mass.  

 

Thank you for your  

understanding and co-operation 



 

Ministry of Lector & Acolyte… 
.   

During the week  Archbishop 

Malcolm visited St Charles to confer  

the Ministries of Lector and Acolyte 

for our seminarians. Normally these 

ministries are received in the 

seminary but due to the restrictions 

imposed by corona virus they were 

unable to receive these ministries in 

the normal way.  

 

On Tuesday morning they gathered 

here with representatives of their 

family and friends. The Ministry of 

Lector was conferred upon three 

seminarians; James Finnegan,  

Martin Fyles and Peter Ross, and 

the Ministry of Acolyte was 

conferred upon Michael Harwood.  

 

 

Dealing with new difficulties... 
 

A couple of small difficulties did emerge 

during those Masses.  

 

Face Covering: 

Unfortunately, during the week a few people 

forgot to bring a face covering and had to 

return home to collect them before they 

could be admitted to Church.  

 

Lighting Votive Candles: 

There was a problem with the procedure for 

lighting candles. Candles at the rear of the 

Church can easily be light as people enter 

Church, however, lighting candles at the 

Sacred Heart and Marian altars is harder to 

organise. If you come to the front of the 

Church to light a candle before Mass at 

either of these side altars because of the one 

way system we have to have in place you 

can’t simply return to you place by going 

back up the aisle but must leave the Church 

through the sacristy door and walk round the 

outside. It is difficult to light candles at the 

side altars at the end of Mass too because of 

other people receiving communion and 

leaving the Church through the sacristy door, 

but if you maintain social distance this is 

probably the best time to do so. 

 

The Exit Corridor: 

The corridor which provides the way out is 

narrow and a queue can easily form. Please 

remember to maintain social distance while 

waiting to leave the Church.    

 

Other difficulties may arise over the coming 

weeks, perhaps prompted by an increase in 

the numbers attending or perhaps due to a 

much slower return to Mass than expected. 

Please be patient and appreciate that in these 

difficult times we are all trying to do our best 

to address the changing situations we are all 

now facing. 

 

Ordination of  

Rev Peter Murphy 

to the Priesthood  

 

At the end of June, Deacon Peter 

Murphy was ordained to the 

priesthood in the Cathedral - a 

strange service that followed all 

the restrictions of the current 

situation… no concelebration, 

no congregational singing, no traditional greeting into the 

priesthood of the diocese by his new brother priests and 

yet it was wonderful to be part of this day and see him join 

the brotherhood of the Archdiocese.  

 

The Catholic Pic has captured the event and the June 

edition is now available on the website or as a paper copy 

in Church. I would recommend looking at the article 

which captures in the opening line the fact that this was 

indeed an ordination with a difference.  

 

The latest edition is available to download by typing this 

link: https://bit.ly/2ABcudJ or simply searching Catholic 

Pic.   

https://catholicpic.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c53c885ba6459a91db50c18c&id=9a4891ad1a&e=f1df76eb14


Pastoral Associate Update:  
 

It’s been a quiet few days as I’ve taken some 

time out to recuperate from intensive 

zooming over the last weeks. As churches 

cautiously begin to open their doors for Mass, 

do take care to read the guidelines (available 

on the website) before you come to Mass and 

check newsletters for up-to-date information 

as the usual times may have been altered to 

enable cleaning to take place. Please note 

there is still no Sunday obligation and if you 

can attend Mass during the week, this may 

help keep numbers manageable on 

Sundays.  You may need to contact the parish 

ahead of time to let them know of your 

intention to attend – again check the 

newsletters.  If you haven’t yet accessed the 

Archdiocesan Resources online that now 

includes an audio version of their Sunday 

reflections, I can highly commend them to 

you. www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/

sunday-reflections  
 

“The world is changed by your example not 

by your opinion” Paulo Coehlo.  
 

God Bless, Helen 
 

All information online at 

www.liverpoolsouthpastoralarea.org.uk 

Facebook LiverpoolSouth 
 

Live Streams (all links online) 

Sunday Mass  

9:00am Vincent De Paul Church  

Facebook Live;   

10:00am St Anne and St Bernard’s  

YouTube Channel;  

11:00am Met Cathedral  

Facebook and YouTube Channel;  

 

Daily Mass  

10:00am: St Anne and St Bernard’s  

YouTube Channel 

Candle of Hope  

8:15 FCJ Centre St Hugh’s materials online 

Facebook Live (live Mon, Wed, Fri)  

Daily Evening Prayer 

6:30pm St Vincent’s – materials online 

 

Candle Intentions  this Week: 
 

Sanctuary Candle: 

Fr George Russell 
 

Marian Candle:   

Wyn Johnson  
 

 Sacred Heart Candle:  

James, Martin, Peter & Michael 

 

Please remember in your prayers  

all those who are sick, those who have died, 

 and all those whose anniversaries occur at this time  

and all those who mourn.  

 

Mass Intentions Offered Last Week 
 

People of the Parish, Mary Halpin, Fr George Russell 

Joan Lalkham & Joan Hart 

A PRAYER IN TIME OF DANGER & ILLNESS 
 

God Our Father,  

  each person is precious to You.  

  You are the Giver of life. 
 

Have mercy on us and protect us at this time,  

as the Coronavirus threatens health and life.  

You are an ever-present Helper in time of trouble.  
 

Watch over those who are suffering,  

give strength to those who are aiding the Sick  

and give courage to all in this time of anxiety.  
 

We ask this of you in the name of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Amen.  

 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
 

On Thursday the 16th July the Feast of Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel is celebrated. Although this is only held as 

an optional memoria within the Church it is a very 

important feast for members of the Carmelite Order.  

The Carmelite Order was first formed around a group of 

hermits who had lived on Mount Carmel in the Holy Land 

from the 12th Century. Here, in the stillness and silence 

and the beauty of creation, they sought to discover a 

deeper union with God. A central chapel area was 

dedicated to the Virgin Mary - “the lady of this place.”  

Let us remember the members of the Carmelite Order in 

our prayers this week and, especially the Sisters of our 

own Carmel here in South Liverpool. 

http://www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/sunday-reflections
http://www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/sunday-reflections
http://www.liverpoolsouthpastoralarea.org.uk


We live in a very noisy world. We get so used to noise that we are surprised 

when we encounter silence. During the lockdown it became quite a talking 

point. We heard the sound of birdsong! Imagine!  

 

The noise that our ears are subjected to on a daily basis does not, however, 

mean that we actually listen to what is going on around us. In fact the noisy 

world does not seem to be a listening world at all. The feeling of not being 

heard is a very common experience; we know when we are being ignored, 

treated with glazed looks, heard but not understood; above all when the evident dismissal of our 

words makes us feel totally rejected. Equally we know only too well when we are being 

respectfully heard and the hearer gives themselves to be truly present to me as well as to my 

words. 

 

So it is with Jesus. He knows that while the crowd around were giving lip service to listening to 

him, only a few, a very few, were actually present to his word.  

 

In order to make that clear, especially to his disciples, he tells a story – the story of a farmer 

scattering seed. He describes all the ways in which the seed comes to nothing because it falls in 

the wrong soil, and how even the seeds that fall in the very best of rich soil vary in how well they 

produce their crop.  

 

He is describing, of course, the many 

ways his teaching is either received or 

rejected, what happens to his word 

when it reaches the ears of his listeners. 

And just as we ourselves are aware of 

being rejected when we are not listened 

to, so Jesus knows that the dismissal of 

his word is the refusal to accept him 

and the Father who sent him. It is the 

rejection of “the Word (that) became 

flesh and dwelt among us.” .  

Hunt out wild flowers,  

reach out, not to pick them  

but as an offer of intimacy.  

 

Stay open-hearted,  

don’t put your ear  

to the ground to listen  

for sap or soil,  

instead tune into the words  

written between the lines –  

visible in the way bluebell,  

pink campion, stitchwort  

offer up their secrets,  

have made themselves  

vulnerable against  

pale and dark greens.  

 

This is an offering –  

last chance to hear  

this moment’s prayer. 

 

by Veronica Aaronson 
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Entrance Antiphon  Cf. Ps 16:15 
 

As for me, in justice I shall behold your face; 

I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 
 

Collect 

O God, who show the light of your truth 

to those who go astray, 

so that they may return to the right path, 

give all who for the faith they profess 

are accounted Christians 

the grace to reject  

whatever is contrary to the name of Christ 

and to strive after all that does it honour. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

 

First reading   Isaiah 55:10-11 
 

The word that goes out from my mouth  

does not return to me empty 
 

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow 

come down from the heavens and do not return 

without watering the earth, making it yield and 

giving growth to provide seed for the sower 

and bread for the eating, so the word that goes 

from my mouth does not return to me empty, 

without carrying out my will and succeeding in 

what it was sent to do.’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 64(65):10-14 
 

Some seed fell into rich soil  

and produced its crop. 
 

You care for the earth, give it water, 

 you fill it with riches. 

Your river in heaven brims over 

 to provide its grain. 
 

Some seed fell into rich soil  

and produced its crop. 
 

And thus you provide for the earth; 

 you drench its furrows; 

you level it, soften it with showers; 

 you bless its growth. 
 

Some seed fell into rich soil  

and produced its crop. 

 

You crown the year with your goodness. 

 Abundance flows in your steps, 

 in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. 
 

Some seed fell into rich soil  

and produced its crop. 
 

The hills are girded with joy, 

 the meadows covered with flocks, 

the valleys are decked with wheat. 

 They shout for joy, yes, they sing. 
 

Some seed fell into rich soil  

and produced its crop. 

 

Second reading   Romans 8:18-23 
 

The whole creation is eagerly waiting  

for God to reveal his sons 
 

I think that what we suffer in this life can never 

be compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, 

which is waiting for us. The whole creation is 

eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons. It was 

not for any fault on the part of creation that it was 

made unable to attain its purpose, it was made so 

by God; but creation still retains the hope of 

being freed, like us, from its slavery to 

decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory 

as the children of God. From the beginning till 

now the entire creation, as we know, has been 

groaning in one great act of giving birth; and not 

only creation, but all of us who possess the first-

fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we 

wait for our bodies to be set free. 

 

Gospel Acclamation   1S3:9,Jn6:68 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 

you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel    Matthew 13:1-23 
 

A sower went out to sow 
 

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but 

such large crowds gathered round him that he got 

into a boat and sat there. The people all stood on 

the beach, and he told them many things in 

parables. 
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He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he 

sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the path, and 

the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on 

patches of rock where they found little soil and 

sprang up straight away, because there was no 

depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they 

were scorched and, not having any roots, they 

withered away. Others fell among thorns, and the 

thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell on 

rich soil and produced their crop, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, 

anyone who has ears!’ 

Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why 

do you talk to them in parables?’ ‘Because’ he 

replied, ‘the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven 

are revealed to you, but they are not revealed to 

them. For anyone who has will be given more, and 

he will have more than enough; but from anyone 

who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 

The reason I talk to them in parables is that they 

look without seeing and listen without hearing or 

understanding. So in their case this prophecy of 

Isaiah is being fulfilled: 

You will listen and listen again, but not understand, 

see and see again, but not perceive. 

For the heart of this nation has grown coarse, 

their ears are dull of hearing, and they have shut 

their eyes, for fear they should see with their eyes, 

hear with their ears, understand with their heart, 

and be converted and be healed by me. 

‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your 

ears because they hear! I tell you solemnly, many 

prophets and holy men longed to see what you see, 

and never saw it; to hear what you hear, and never 

heard it. 

‘You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the 

sower. When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom without understanding, the evil one comes 

and carries off what was sown in his heart: this is 

the man who received the seed on the edge of the 

path. The one who received it on patches of rock is 

the man who hears the word and welcomes it at 

once with joy. But he has no root in him, he does 

not last; let some trial come, or some persecution 

on account of the word, and he falls away at once. 

The one who received the seed in thorns is the man 

who hears the word, but the worries of this world 

and the lure of riches choke the word and so he 

produces nothing. And the one who received the 

seed in rich soil is the man who hears the word and 

understands it; he is the one who yields a harvest 

and produces now a hundredfold, now sixty, now 

thirty.’ 

 

Communion Antiphon  Cf. Ps 83: 4-5 

 

The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest 

for her young: by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my 

King and my God. Blessed are they who dwell in 

your house, for ever singing your praise. 

 

Spiritual Communion - Prayer of St Alphonsus 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present  

in this Holy Sacrament of the altar.  

I love you above all things and  

I passionately desire to receive you into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come spiritually into my soul  

so that I may unite myself wholly to you  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Having consumed these gifts, we pray, O Lord, 

that, by our participation in this mystery, 

its saving effects upon us may grow. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

 

Conclusion 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


