
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

9th August 2020 

THE PARISH OF ST CHARLES AND ST THOMAS MORE 

Contact us…  

Parish Telephone  0151 727 2493  Parish Email Address  stcharles@rcaolp.co.uk 

 

Day Feast Times Mass Intention 

Saturday 
Vigil Mass 

Vigil Mass 

4.30 pm 

6.00 pm 

Special Intention  

Peter & Josie McLoughlin 

Sunday 

 Sunday Mass 

Sunday Mass 

Sunday Mass  

8.30 am 

10.00 am 

11.30 am 

Ray Worsley 

People of the Parish 

Stephen 

Monday  St Lawrence  7.00 pm Teddy Curry 

Tuesday St Clare 7.00 pm Mamie & Joseph Ennis 

Wednesday  7.00 pm Barbara Holm 

Thursday  7.00 pm Brian Pordage 

Friday  St Maximillian Kolbe  7.00 pm Successful  Operation (MK) 

Saturday 
Vigil Mass 

Vigil Mass 

4.30 pm 

6.00 pm 

Kathleen Halpin 

Brian 

Sunday 

 Sunday Mass 

Sunday Mass 

Sunday Mass 

8.30 am 

10.00 am 

11.30 am 

Richard Sweeney 

Tom Hughes 

People of the Parish 

 

Temporary Mass Times  
 

Lucky Numbers  

Prize Draw 
 

During lockdown it 

was difficult to draw 

the lucky numbers 

and so as promised 

we are going to draw 

this weekend the 

lucky numbers for the 

missed months.   
 

April Draw at the  

4.30 pm Mass  
 

May Draw at the  

6pm Mass 
 

June Draw at the  

8.30 am Mass 
 

July Draw at the  

10 am Mass 
 

August Draw at the  

11.30 am Mass  

   

Livestream Mass: 
 

Sunday Mass  

9:00am Vincent De Paul Church  

Facebook Live;  

10:00am St Anne and St Bernard’s  

YouTube Channel;  

11:00am Met Cathedral  

Facebook and YouTube Channel;  
 

Daily Mass  

10:00am: St Anne and St Bernard’s 

(Mo-Fri) YouTube Channel  
 

www.liverpoolsouthpastoralarea.org.uk 

From Fr Ron’s Desk… 
 

Early in the week, I was speaking to a friend in Salford 

Diocese who told me that only one parish in the local Deanery 

has resumed the public celebration of  Masses at the weekend. 

I was surprised to hear this but I’ve since discovered that there 

are still many parishes who have yet to start the celebration of 

Mass and this made feel a little better because I am very 

aware that we have yet to make new arrangements for the 

Sacraments of Reconciliation, Baptisms and First Holy 

Communion. 
 

I guess I was hoping restrictions might be eased, but I think 

they are with us for sometime to come, and so during the 

week I hope to make some plans for these Sacraments. 

http://www.liverpoolsouthpastoralarea.org.uk


Mass Attendance… 
 

Last weekend we saw another increase in Mass 

attendance with 166 people across the five Masses. 

Mid-week Mass attendance remains constant with 

between 15 - 30 each night Monday - Friday at 7 pm. 
 

Saturday  4.30 pm  47  6 pm  11 

Sunday 8.30 am  21 10 am 35 11.30 am 52 
 

This means we still have plenty of capacity during the 

week and at the 6 pm and 8.30 am Masses on Sunday. 

If you can come during the week please do so.  

Candle Intentions  this Week: 
 

Sanctuary Candle: 

People of the Parish  
 

Marian Candle:   

Derek Lloyd 
 

 Sacred Heart Candle:  

Stephen Brown 

 

Please remember in your prayers  

all those who are sick, those who have died, 

 including …  

and all those whose anniversaries occur at this 

time and all those who mourn.  

A PRAYER IN TIME OF  

DANGER & ILLNESS 
 

God Our Father,  

each person is precious to You.  

  You are the Giver of life. 
 

Have mercy on us and protect us at this time,  

as the Coronavirus threatens health and life.  

You are an ever-present Helper  

in time of trouble.  
 

Watch over those who are suffering,  

give strength to those who are aiding the Sick  

and give courage to all in this time of anxiety.  
 

We ask this of you in the name  

of your Son Jesus Christ. Amen.  

The Sea Flows Across 

 

The sea flows 

The shore of my innermost being, 

Then ebbs and flows and ebbs yet again; 

Flowing and ebbing, up and down, 

Gracing the wide empty beach with its water; 

Now smoothly, now beaten by the wind, 

Churning up the grit and the gravel, 

Mixed in the sun-browned grains of sand. 

Sometimes (it happens rarely) it seems 

As if the ebbing and the flowing halt, cease! 

And a vast stillness takes hold 

Of the sea and the air, 

Almost as if someone was holding their breath, 

Motionless! 

No bird rustles the breeze 

And not a sound—silence! 

And in that moment, that fleeting inch of time, 

In a peace which has no translation, 

Your sigh betrays your presence, 

As the flowing and the ebbing  

of the uncertain sea 

Sweeps, 

Once more, across the shore. 
 

Patrick Purnell SJ 

Offertory Envelopes… 
 

There are still a large number of offertory envelopes 

waiting for collection… if you have not yet been 

reunited with your box speak to Fr Ron when you are 

next at Church, either before or after Masses and he 

will get them for you.     

Parish Income... 

In addition to any Standing Orders the collection up 

to last weekend was:  

  Envelopes    £   663.90 

  Loose plate   £   367.10 

  Total           £ 1031.00  

Thank you for your donations to support the parish.  

The Catholic Pic 
 

The August edition of the Catholic Pic is available in 

print at the back of Church and also online for 

download on their website. 

Changes...  
 

In an attempt to increase the effectiveness of our 

safety measures we are going to trial some 

adjustments to communion and the seating 

arrangements at some Masses this weekend.  

Please continue to follow the directions of the 

stewards. 



 

If asked to describe a picture of our world today most of us would mention 

our fears for our children, violence, the environment, the political situation, 

and indeed fears about our health, if our next pay cheque will suffice or the 

seeming pointlessness of daily life. At the same time many of us enjoy a 

standard of living that the wealthy of previous ages could not even dream 

of: access to transport, shops, exotic holidays, life expectancy and of course 

being able to view the world in our homes on a screen. Opportunities 

unheard of… We have so much to be grateful for! Yet, a storm is raging.  
 

We are desperate, often alone and far away - feeling we are in darkness with a strong wind against 

us. We are being battered by the high seas, threatened from without by a hostile world and from 

within by fear and little faith. It is as if Matthew is describing our situation in 2020. 
 

And then Jesus comes walking towards the disciples. They do not recognize him because of their 

fear. They think he is a ghost. Likewise, fear keeps us from recognizing, loving, and following 

Jesus as he walks with us and saves us in times of crisis. ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’ 

Jesus wants to give them - to give us - his strength, his absolute trust in the Father. 
 

Our Church and parish communities are also fearful and are struggling to overcome fear: fear of 

losing followers, losing prestige, fear of rejection by society. Like ourselves our leaders fear 

taking risks. And yet playing in the background are Jesus’ words ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be 

afraid.’ 
 

It is as if we don’t know if Christ is a ghost or a real living person, raised up by the Father for our 

salvation. It is as if we feel that we don’t have all the arguments to prove what we say we believe. 

We are committed but we doubt. 
 

Peter, responding to Jesus’ invitation to ‘Come,’ walks until he forgets Jesus’ words and becomes 

frightened. Paralysed by fear he feels himself sinking into the depths. Just in time Peter cries out, 

‘Lord save me!’  
 

In that moment of letting go, in that moment of acceptance, Peter’s eyes were opened as ours can 

be too. In that moment of crying out, we can see Christ as a hand, held out to sustain our faith, to 

save us while saying at the same time: ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ 
 

Why do we doubt? The reality is that sometimes our convictions fade away. Sometimes we feel 

overwhelmed by the uncertainties of life. Sometimes life is just like that. Jesus understood this as 

he invited Peter to ‘Come.’ Life is like walking on water. It’s not firm ground, certainties are 

absent. It’s a scary business.  
 

It is then when we are at our weakest, our most selfish selves, our sinful selves when there is 

nothing left to do but to cry out ‘Lord save me.’ It is then we notice that our doubts and 

insecurities will not defeat us. Our search for God is a journey through risk, insecurity, 

overcoming doubt and accepting that God is with us; ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’ Our 

questions and doubts remain and won’t be resolved. Yet, we can cry out ‘Lord save me’, trusting 

that faith means walking on water, always expecting a hand to save us when we begin to sink. 
 

I think of the Liverpool anthem; ‘Walk on, walk on, with hope in your hearts and you’ll never 

walk alone.’ That tangible hope we believe is Jesus’ presence with and within us ‘Take heart, it is 

I; do not be afraid.’ 
 

Eamonn Murphy is a parishioner in  St Bartholomew’s Parish, Rainhill.  
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Entrance Antiphon   Cf. Ps 73: 20, 19, 22, 23 
 

Look to your covenant, O Lord, and  

forget not the life of your poor ones for ever.  

Arise, O God, and defend your cause, 

and forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Penitential Rite 

I confess to almighty God 

and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 

in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done  

and in what I have failed to do, 

through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 

all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 

to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 

Lord have mercy  R/. Lord have mercy 

Christ have mercy R/. Christ have mercy  

Lord have mercy  R/. Lord have mercy 

 

Collect 

Almighty ever-living God, 

whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 

we dare to call our Father, 

bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts 

the spirit of adoption  

as your sons and daughters, 

that we may merit to enter into the inheritance 

which you have promised. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen 

 

First reading      1 Kings 19:9,11-13 
 

The Lord was not in the wind, or the 

earthquake, or the fire 
 

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of 

God, he went into the cave and spent the night 

in it. Then he was told, ‘Go out and stand on 

the mountain before the Lord.’ Then the Lord 

himself went by. There came a mighty wind, so 

strong it tore the mountains and shattered the 

rocks before the Lord. But the Lord was not in 

the wind. After the wind came an earthquake. 

But the Lord was not in the earthquake. After 

the earthquake came a fire. But the Lord was not 

in the fire. And after the fire there came the 

sound of a gentle breeze. And when Elijah heard 

this, he covered his face with his cloak and went 

out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 
] 

The Word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 84(85):9-14 
 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy,  

and give us your saving help. 
 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 

 a voice that speaks of peace. 

His help is near for those who fear him 

 and his glory will dwell in our land. 
 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy,  

and give us your saving help. 
 

Mercy and faithfulness have met; 

 justice and peace have embraced. 

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

 and justice look down from heaven. 
 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy,  

and give us your saving help. 
 

The Lord will make us prosper 

 and our earth shall yield its fruit. 

Justice shall march before him 

 and peace shall follow his steps. 
 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy,  

and give us your saving help. 

 

Second reading                Romans 9:1-5 
 

I would willingly be condemned  

if it could help my brothers 
 

What I want to say now is no pretence; I say it 

in union with Christ – it is the truth – my 

conscience in union with the Holy Spirit assures 

me of it too. What I want to say is this: my 

sorrow is so great, my mental anguish so 
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endless, I would willingly be condemned and be 

cut off from Christ if it could help my brothers of 

Israel, my own flesh and blood. They were adopted 

as sons, they were given the glory and the 

covenants; the Law and the ritual were drawn up 

for them, and the promises were made to them. 

They are descended from the patriarchs and from 

their flesh and blood came Christ who is above all, 

God for ever blessed! Amen. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  cf.Lk19:38,2:14 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessings on the King who comes,  

in the name of the Lord! 

Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens! 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel       Matthew 14:22-33 
 

Jesus walks on the water 
 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on 

ahead to the other side while he would send the 

crowds away. After sending the crowds away he 

went up into the hills by himself to pray. When 

evening came, he was there alone, while the boat, 

by now far out on the lake, was battling with a 

heavy sea, for there was a head-wind. In the fourth 

watch of the night he went towards them, walking 

on the lake, and when the disciples saw him 

walking on the lake they were terrified. ‘It is a 

ghost’ they said, and cried out in fear. But at once 

Jesus called out to them, saying, ‘Courage! It is I! 

Do not be afraid.’ It was Peter who answered. 

‘Lord,’ he said ‘if it is you, tell me to come to you 

across the water.’ ‘Come’ said Jesus. Then Peter 

got out of the boat and started walking towards 

Jesus across the water, but as soon as he felt the 

force of the wind, he took fright and began to sink. 

‘Lord! Save me!’ he cried. Jesus put out his hand at 

once and held him. ‘Man of little faith,’ he said 

‘why did you doubt?’ And as they got into the boat 

the wind dropped. The men in the boat bowed 

down before him and said, ‘Truly, you are the Son 

of God.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

  R/. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand  

of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to  

judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Be pleased, O Lord,  

to accept the offerings of your Church, 

for in your mercy  

you have given them to be offered 

and by your power you transform them 

into the mystery of our salvation. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Communion Antiphon  Ps 147: 12, 14 
 

O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, 

who gives you your fill of finest wheat. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

May the communion in your Sacrament 

that we have consumed, save us, O Lord, 

and confirm us in the light of your truth. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Conclusion 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 


