
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

18th October 2020 

The Month of the Holy Rosary  

THE PARISH OF ST CHARLES AND ST THOMAS MORE 

Contact us…  

Parish Telephone  0151 727 2493  Parish Email Address  stcharles@rcaolp.co.uk 

 

Day Feast Times Mass Intention 

Saturday 
Vigil Mass 

Vigil Mass 

4.30 pm 

6.00 pm 

Anita & Michael Byrne 

Shane Halpin 

Sunday 

 Sunday Mass 

Sunday Mass 

Sunday Mass  

8.30 am 

10.00 am 

11.30 am 

People of the Parish  

Patricia Powell 

Tony Wenton 

Monday   7.00 pm Heron Kelly & Mckevitt Fam 

Tuesday  7.00 pm Special Intention D.B. 

Wednesday  7.00 pm Private Intention P.B. 

Thursday  7.00 pm Joseph Ennis 

Friday   7.00 pm Kathleen Thomas 

Saturday 
Vigil Mass 

Vigil Mass 

4.30 pm 

6.00 pm 

Fred Ferguson 

Connole Family Ancestors 

Sunday 

 Sunday Mass 

Sunday Mass 

Sunday Mass 

8.30 am 

10.00 am 

11.30 am 

Thomas Farrell 

People of the Parish 

Frank Tarpey 

 

Temporary Mass Times  
 

Please remember in 

your prayers  
 

all those who are sick,  
 

those who have  

died recently, 

including  

Mgr Austin Hunt   

and Dr Joseph 

Gonsalves  
 

and all those whose 

anniversaries  

occur at this time  
 

and all those who 

mourn them.  

 

Candle Intentions  

this Week: 
 

Sanctuary Candle: 

Ben 
 

Marian Candle:  

Special Intention MF 
  

 Sacred Heart Candle:  

Thanksgiving 

 

When the Archbishop announced his plan to hold a Diocesan Synod it was 

planned that this weekend would bring together the process of discussion 

and discernment, but due to the CoVid virus and the restrictions that have 

followed it has been impossible to follow the original timetable planned for 

the Synod. Today, the Synod department, have prepared cards that outline 

the new timetable for the Synod process which will now be completed in 

June 2021. Work has continued in the background on shifting through over 

3500 proposals received through the listening process and meetings which 

have taken place in every parish of the Archdiocese. This long list of 

reflections has been compiled into 45 affirmations and 120 proposals which 

if passed by the Synod and implemented across the Archdiocese will have a 

huge impact on our Archdiocesan family and our parish life together and so 

it is important that parishioners have their say. More details on the 

affirmations and proposal will follow in the coming weeks.      

 

Synod Sunday 2020 



 

PRAYER IN TIME  

OF DANGER & ILLNESS 
 

God Our Father, each person is precious to You.  

  You are the Giver of life. 
 

Have mercy on us and protect us at this time,  

as the Coronavirus threatens health and life.  

You are an ever-present Helper in time of trouble.  
 

Watch over those who are suffering,  

give strength to those who are aiding the Sick  

and give courage to all in this time of anxiety.  
 

We ask this of you in the name  

of your Son Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

Parish Income... 
   

Envelopes   £   620.00 

Loose plate   £   264.00 

Standing Orders £   383.52 

Total    £ 1267.52 
 

Thank you for your 

support. 

The Gift  
 

I said to Life, “How comes it,  

With all this wealth in store,  

Of beauty, joy, and knowledge,  

Thy cry is still for more?  
 

“Count all the years of striving  

To make thy burden less, —  

The things designed and fashioned  

To gladden thy success!  
 

“The treasures sought and gathered  

Thy lightest whim to please,  

The loot of all the ages,  

The spoil of all the seas!  
 

“Is there no end of labour,  

No limit to thy need?  

Must man go bowed forever  

In bondage to thy greed?”  
 

With tears of pride and passion  

She answered, “God above!  

I only wait the asking,  

To spend it all for love!” 
 

 By American poet Bliss Carman 

(1861–1929).   

 

Saturday   

  4.30 pm   62 

  6.00 pm   25 
 

 

Sunday  

  8.30 am   29 

10.00 am   51 

11.30 am   62 
 

 

Total            229 

 

   Food Bank    

              Donations.  
 

Micah came on Monday to collect 

the many donations made to their 

Food Bank. Thank you for your 

generosity.  
 

At this time of financial difficulty 

for so many I am sure they will be 

well appreciated by all those who 

receive them.  

 

Armchair Retreat...  
 

 At this time, when many retreat houses are closed 

and other opportunities are limited, it might be 

worth considering a retreat in everyday life.  
 

  On the Archdiocesan website (following the link: 

prayer and other resources) you will find a number 

of videos featuring Fr Denis Blackledge SJ,  

the Jesuit Parish Priest of  Saint Francis Xavier’s 

Church in Liverpool through which he delivers a 

series of reflections  entitled “armchair retreats”  

which might be worth a look! 

Mass Attendance… 
 

With the increased local 

restrictions  

people must make an 

informed choice about 

whether it is  

safe for them to come to 

Church at this time.  

 

 

The 50th anniversary of the Canonisation of the Martyrs of England and 

Wales occurs on the 25th October 2020. I had hoped to give a talk on the 

importance of this event, but due to the current restrictions it would seem 

unwise to do so. We should not let this occasion pass by without any 

recognition and so over the course of the weekday Masses I intend to reflect 

briefly on the story of these men and women and  

their importance in the life of the Church today.  

NOVEMBER PIOUS LISTS 
 

Traditionally, the month of 

November is dedicated to the 

Holy Souls.  Mass  will be offered 

at least 5 times a week for this 

intention. If you wish your 

deceased loved ones to be 

included in these Masses please 

fill in a pious list and hand it into 

the sacristy or parish office before 

the 1st of November together 

with your  donation. 

 

The 50th  

Anniversary  

of the Canonisation  

of the Martyrs of  

England & Wales.  



One of the things that always amazes me about Jesus is his way with words. I 

have always appreciated a good turn of phrase and I enjoy verbal sparring 

and clever word play, and when you read the Gospels it seems we are often 

given a better lesson in how to use language than we might get by studying 

Shakespeare for a year.  
 

I do often wonder how accurate the Gospels are in this regard? Was Jesus 

really so quick with his answers when he was asked difficult questions? Was 

he like a good stand up comedian with his responses lined up and waiting for 

any would-be heckler? Or are we given a slightly redacted version of events 

and there was actually a lot more ‘umm-ing and ahh-ing’? It doesn’t really matter, of course, but I 

would still like to know. And I would especially like to know how he came up with this classic 

line that we hear today, ‘Give unto Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s’.  
 

At the start of American presidential debates and as our own politicians are grilled over pandemic 

responses you could not ask any one of them to come up with a more brilliant political answer that 

shuts the opposition down and gives you the high ground.  
 

The pharisees and Herodians had approached Jesus with malice in their hearts. They were not 

innocently asking a question to aid their own moral and spiritual life. It was a trap. But Jesus sees 

through the trap and sends them on their way, slinking back from whence they came. A lot of ink 

has been spilt trying to ascertain what exactly Jesus might have meant for us when he says to give 

to Caesar and to give to God. There has often been a tendency to use this phrase as a basis for the 

separation of Church and State, that is to say that they are two separate entities and so obedience 

to the state must be absolute.  
 

But I am always a little guarded about being so definitive about Jesus offering us political lessons 

for modern living. If Jesus wanted to give us political guidance he had plenty of opportunities, and 

this was one such opportunity when he could have been far more forthright if he wished to leave a 

lasting political message for us to follow. Indeed, it seems to me that it rather demeans the 

message of Jesus by having him bandy words in a tawdry political circus. Surely Jesus was above 

such things, and so the words he offers are intended to elevate us above such things as well? 
 

Taken out of the obvious political background to the question and its possible repercussions Jesus 

seems, to me at least, to be reminding me that although I live in the world I should not forget 

about God. A fairly simple message really. I am reminded that I can live in this world and in this 

society and give and take from that world, the realm of Caesar. But while I live and move and 

have my being here I should not forget about God and should always take the time to reflect on 

where God is in this realm and in my life: I should give to God.  
 

Hardly ground-breaking, I think. But I must confess that this passage of scripture has come at an 

opportune time for me as I wonder if I have forgotten this fairly simple message recently.  
 

The reason I say this is because I have become slightly obsessed with the newest government 

pandemic guidelines: which country is now on the red-list, can I meet my mates for a pint or will I 

get arrested if I set foot outside the door? I have certainly paid attention to what is of the world, 

what is of Caesar. And of course, to keep up to date with the news and that which can help keep 

us safe is the sign of a good citizen so I do not worry too much about that.  
 

But I do worry that I could quote you statistics about transmission rates in Belarus but cannot 

quite remember what I read in the Office of Readings this morning. That can’t be right. Jesus’ 

clever word play reminds me, at least, of a very simple fact. I cannot allow myself to devote all 

my time and energy to the world at the risk of losing time with God.  
 

I should make more time and create more space to give to God what is, ultimately, his: my life.  
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Entrance Antiphon  Cf. Ps 16: 6, 8 
 

To you I call;  

for you will surely heed me, O God; 

turn your ear to me; hear my words. 

Guard me as the apple of your eye; 

in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Collect 

Almighty ever-living God, 

grant that we may always conform  

our will to yours 

and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

First reading   Isaiah 45:1,4-6 
 

I have taken Cyrus by his right hand to 

subdue nations before him 
 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

whom he has taken by his right hand to subdue 

nations before him and strip the loins of kings, 

to force gateways before him that their gates be 

closed no more: 

‘It is for the sake of my servant Jacob, of Israel 

my chosen one, that I have called you by your 

name, conferring a title though you do not 

know me.  
 

I am the Lord, unrivalled; there is no other God 

besides me. Though you do not know me, I 

arm you that men may know from the rising to 

the setting of the sun that, apart from me, all is 

nothing.’ 
 

The Word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm      Ps 95(96):1,3-5,7-10 
 

Give the Lord glory and power. 
 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 

sing to the Lord all the earth. 

Tell among the nations his glory 

and his wonders among all the peoples. 

 

Give the Lord glory and power. 
 

The Lord is great and worthy of praise, 

to be feared above all gods; 

the gods of the heathens are naught. 

It was the Lord who made the heavens, 
 

Give the Lord glory and power. 
 

Give the Lord, you families of peoples, 

give the Lord glory and power; 

give the Lord the glory of his name. 

Bring an offering and enter his courts. 
 

Give the Lord glory and power. 
 

Worship the Lord in his temple. 

O earth, tremble before him. 

Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’ 

He will judge the peoples in fairness. 
 

Give the Lord glory and power. 

 

Second reading     1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 
 

We constantly remember your faith,  

your love and your hope 
 

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the Church 

in Thessalonika which is in God the Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ; wishing you grace and 

peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
 

We always mention you in our prayers and thank 

God for you all, and constantly remember before 

God our Father how you have shown your faith 

in action, worked for love and persevered 

through hope, in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

We know, brothers, that God loves you and that 

you have been chosen, because when we brought 

the Good News to you, it came to you not only as 

words, but as power and as the Holy Spirit and as 

utter conviction. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation   Jn17:17 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your word is truth, O Lord: 

consecrate us in the truth. 

Alleluia! 
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Gospel    Matthew 22:15-21 
 

Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar 
 

The Pharisees went away to work out between 

them how to trap Jesus in what he said. And they 

sent their disciples to him, together with the 

Herodians, to say, ‘Master, we know that you are 

an honest man and teach the way of God in an 

honest way, and that you are not afraid of anyone, 

because a man’s rank means nothing to you. Tell us 

your opinion, then. Is it permissible to pay taxes to 

Caesar or not?’ But Jesus was aware of their malice 

and replied, ‘You hypocrites! Why do you set this 

trap for me? Let me see the money you pay the tax 

with.’ They handed him a denarius, and he said, 

‘Whose head is this? Whose name?’ ‘Caesar’s’ 

they replied. He then said to them, ‘Very well, give 

back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar – and to 

God what belongs to God.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

  R/. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

The Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand  

of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to  

judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Grant us, Lord, we pray, 

a sincere respect for your gifts, 

that, through the purifying action  

of your grace, 

we may be cleansed  

by the very mysteries we serve. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Communion Antiphon Cf. Ps 32: 18-19 
 

Behold, the eyes of the Lord 

are on those who fear him, 

who hope in his merciful love, 

to rescue their souls from death, 

to keep them alive in famine. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Grant, O Lord, we pray, 

that, benefiting from participation  

in heavenly things, 

we may be helped by what you give  

in this present age 

and prepared for the gifts that are eternal. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Conclusion 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

  

 

The Funeral Mass  

for Mgr Austin Hunt  
 

was recorded and can be viewed  

either by visiting 

https://www.churchservices.tv/teresanorrisgreen, 

and scrolling down to the  

‘Watch Videos’ section  

where it is listed among the recordings,  

or by clicking on the following link: 

7ikuGP2UlsIMRoz. 

https://liverpoolcatholic.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cd5141bd5911a5777f769fc94&id=ae8198cc9d&e=3ee0139d5c
https://liverpoolcatholic.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cd5141bd5911a5777f769fc94&id=15e42d0533&e=3ee0139d5c


 


