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24th JANUARY 2021  

Candle Intentions  

this Week: 
 

Sanctuary Candle  

NHS Workers 

Marian  Candle  

Private Intention PB 

Sacred Heart Candle  

Private Intention GG 

Temporary Mass Times  

 Day Feast Times Mass Intention 

Saturday 
Vigil Masses for 3rd 

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4.30 pm 

6.00 pm 

Tommy McAndrew 

Roy Ion 

Sunday 
3rd Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 

8.30 am 

10.00 am 

11.30 am 

Brian Brooks 

Tony McGuinness 

People of the Parish 

Monday   7.00 pm Thanksgiving Teddy Love 

Tuesday  7.00 pm Maura Leslie & John Sheehan 

 
12 noon 

7.00 pm 

Noreen Douglas  

Mary Lydiat 
Wednesday  

Thursday  7.00 pm William Waterson 

Friday   7.00 pm Barbara Phillips 

Saturday  
Vigil Masses for 4th 

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4.30 pm 

6.00 pm 

Marie Ferguson 

John Ramsey 

Sunday 
4th Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 

8.30 am 

10.00 am 

11.30 am 

People of the Parish 

Joe McNicholas & Family 

Patricia & John Keatley 

 

Parish Income… 

Baptism of the Lord 
 

 Envelopes    £    280.80 

 Loose plate   £    189.10 

Standing Orders  £    383.52 

 Total    £    853.42 
 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Mass Attendance… 
Baptism of the Lord 

 

Saturday   

4.30 am  45    6pm  19 

Sunday   

8.30 am 18 10 am 35   

11.30 am 32 
 

Total 149 

 

Livestream Masses 
 

Sunday Mass  

10:00am  

St Vincent De Paul Church, 

Facebook Live;  

10:00am  

St Anne and St Bernard’s, 

YouTube Channel;  

11:00am  

Met Cathedral, Facebook and 

YouTube Channel;  
 

Daily Mass  

10:00am Mon-Fri  

St Anne and St Bernard’s, 

YouTube Channel  

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 

 

Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit …  
 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021 18th January – 25th January  

During this week we pray in a special way for the unity between the 

Christian Churches in our own country and throughout the world. 
 

The Grandchamp Community, who prepared materials for the Week of 

Prayer have their origins in Europe in the 1930s. A group of women of the 

Reformed tradition sought to rediscover the importance of silence and 

listening to the Word of God. Today, the community has fifty sisters. It is 

made up of women from different generations, Church traditions and 

countries. In their diversity the sisters are a living parable of communion. 

They remain faithful to a life of prayer, life in community and the 

welcoming of guests. The sisters share the grace of their monastic life 

with visitors and volunteers who go to Grandchamp in Switzerland for a 

time of retreat, silence, healing or in search of meaning. The summary of 

the rule of life that the sisters of Grandchamp recite together each 

morning begins with the words “pray and work that God may reign”. 

Prayer and everyday life are not two separate realities, but are meant to be 

united so that all we experience becomes an encounter with God.  



 

Parish Office Opening Times 2021 
 

Val, our Parish Administrator, for the past few months has 

been using her holiday entitlement to work a shorter 

working week and has now requested a  

permanent reduction in the number of hours she works  

from 25 hours a week to 15 hours. 
 

This means the Parish Office will be open  

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday  

between 9 am to 2 pm. 

 

Fish with Mark 
 

God Speaks in our Time  

reflections on our journey through Mark’s Gospel  

are available to view at www.godwhospeaks2020.org.uk.  
 

Voices from the Archdiocese share what has struck them  

in the Gospel of Mark as we follow the Lectionary for Year B, 

and prompts us to delve deeper. 

 

Pastoral Area J&P  
 

Josephine Bakhita Feast Day Tuesday 9 February  

Sr Imelda Poole talks live from Albania on Human Trafficking 

 7-8:30pm  

Details of how to register next week. 

 

Let us Dream  
 

A reading group, facilitated by the FCJ sisters,  

reflects on these writings of Pope Francis on  

Friday afternoon on Zoom between 4-5pm  

fcjcentresthughs@gmail.com  

 

PRAYER IN TIME OF  

DANGER & ILLNESS 
 

God Our Father,  

each person is precious to You.  

  You are the Giver of life. 

Have mercy on us and protect us  

at this time,  as the Coronavirus  

threatens health and life.  

You are an ever-present Helper  

in time of trouble.  

Watch over those  who are suffering,  

give strength to those  who are aiding  

the Sick and give courage to all   

in this time of anxiety.  

We ask this of you in the name of  

your Son Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

Provision of Sacraments  
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is still 

available but by appointment only due 

to the current Government restrictions. 

Please contact the Parish Office to 

make an appointment.  
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

While it was possible for a small 

number of children to receive the 

Sacrament of Baptism under strict 

restrictions for a few weeks before 

Christmas, under the current lockdown 

measures it not possible to offer the 

Baptism Preparation Course or the 

Sacrament of Baptism at this  time.  

As soon as we are allowed to offer 

these Sacraments again, we will publish 

details in the Parish Newsletter.  
 

Funeral Masses and Services 

It is still possible to hold a Funeral 

Mass or a Funeral Service in Church 

before moving on to either a burial or 

cremation service but numbers are 

restricted to 30 people within the 

Church.  
 

The Sacrament of Marriage  

The Sacrament of Marriage is not 

permitted at this time.  

 

Contact us…  

Parish Telephone  

0151 727 2493 

Parish Email Address  

stcharles@rcaolp.co.uk 

 

Echoes of God 
 

A 7 week look at Old and New Testament Scripture on 

Mondays at 7-8pm on Zoom starting on 18 January 2021.  

Using David McLoughlin’s scripture sessions that start with 

Exodus and end with St Paul’s Letters, an opportunity to read, 

reflect and share facilitated by Pastoral Associates.  
 

Registration and materials (free) at 

www.godwhospeaks2020.org.uk.  

http://www.godwhospeaks2020.org.uk
mailto:fcjcentresthughs@gmail.com
http://www.godwhospeaks2020.org.uk


Entrance Antiphon  Cf. Ps 95: 1, 6 
 

O sing a new song to the Lord; 

sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

In his presence are majesty and splendour, 

strength and honour in his holy place. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Collect 

Almighty ever-living God, 

direct our actions  

according to your good pleasure, 

that in the name of your beloved Son 

we may abound in good works. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

First reading   Jonah 3:1-5,10 
 

The people of Nineveh  

renounce their evil behaviour 
 

The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: 

‘Up!’ he said ‘Go to Nineveh, the great city, 

and preach to them as I told you to.’ Jonah set 

out and went to Nineveh in obedience to the 

word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was a city 

great beyond compare: it took three days to 

cross it. Jonah went on into the city, making a 

day’s journey. He preached in these words, 

‘Only forty days more and Nineveh is going to 

be destroyed.’ And the people of Nineveh 

believed in God; they proclaimed a fast and put 

on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least. 
 

God saw their efforts to renounce their evil 

behaviour, and God relented: he did not inflict 

on them the disaster which he had threatened. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 24(25):4-6,7b-9 
 

Lord, make me know your ways. 
 

Lord, make me know your ways. 

Lord, teach me your paths. 

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 

for you are God my saviour. 
 

Lord, make me know your ways. 
 

Remember your mercy, Lord, 

and the love you have shown from of old. 

In your love remember me, 

because of your goodness, O Lord. 
 

Lord, make me know your ways. 
 

The Lord is good and upright. 

He shows the path to those who stray, 

He guides the humble in the right path, 

He teaches his way to the poor. 
 

Lord, make me know your ways. 

 

Second reading      1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
 

The world as we know it is passing away 
 

Brothers: our time is growing short. Those who 

have wives should live as though they had none, 

and those who mourn should live as though they 

had nothing to mourn for; those who are enjoying 

life should live as though there were nothing to 

laugh about; those whose life is buying things 

should live as though they had nothing of their 

own; and those who have to deal with the world 

should not become engrossed in it. I say this 

because the world as we know it is passing away. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    Mk1:15 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The kingdom of God is close at hand: 

repent, and believe the Good News. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel     Mark 1:14-20 
 

I will make you into fishers of men 
 

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into 

Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News 

from God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the 

kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and 

believe the Good News.’ 
 

As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he 

saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 

in the lake – for they were fishermen. And Jesus 

said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you into 

fishers of men.’ And at once they left their nets 

and followed him. 
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Going on a little further, he saw James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John; they too were in 

their boat, mending their nets. He called them at 

once and, leaving their father Zebedee in the boat 

with the men he employed, they went after him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

     R/. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 

The Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand  

of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to  

judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Accept our offerings, O Lord, we pray, 

and in sanctifying them 

grant that they may profit us for salvation. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon  Cf. Ps 33: 6 
 

Look toward the Lord and be radiant; 

let your faces not be abashed. 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, 

that, receiving the grace 

by which you bring us to new life, 

we may always glory in your gift. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Conclusion 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

The call of the Disciples  
 

He calls us all to step aboard his ship,  

Take the adventure on this morning’s wing,  

Raise sail with him, launch out into the deep,  

Whatever storms or floods are threatening.  

If faith gives way to doubt, or love to fear,  

Then, as on Galilee, we’ll rouse the Lord,  

For he is always with us and will hear  

And make our peace with his creative Word,  

Who made us, loved us, formed us and has set  

All his beloved lovers in an ark;  

Borne upwards by his Spirit, we will float  

Above the rising waves, the falling dark,  

As fellow pilgrims, driven towards that haven,  

Where all will be redeemed, fulfilled, forgiven.  

 

Malcolm Guite 

 

The above image is part of the mosaic decoration  

in the Catholic Shrine built at Magdala on  

the shores of the Sea of Galilee.  

The shrine is named “Duc in Altum” meaning to put 

out into the deep and is dedicated to the public life  

of Jesus and the transforming encounters  

He had with others during His mission.  



Today’s Gospel is on face value a simple story about four followers of 

Christ giving everything up to follow him. As a Christian, I know that I 

am called to do the same and I regularly pat myself on the back for doing 

so. I give up my time and energy through involvement in ministry and in 

the local Christian community. I make sacrifices for my faith, but does it 

bring me happiness, or perhaps more importantly, does it bring me joy? 
 

Does my faith bring me the sort of joy that Simon, Andrew, James and 

John must have felt when they dropped everything in an instant to follow 

Jesus?  
 

I find that I can happily sacrifice my time, money, energy and patience 

well enough, but if it hurts, then that is another story. I can give £10 to the weekly collection or a 

pound coin to a beggar because I can afford it. If I was asked to give ten times that amount, asked 

to give ‘til it hurts, then that certainly wouldn’t be a joyful experience. I can happily be a 

comfortable Christian, but not a joyful uncomfortable one! This following example is easy for me 

to understand. Money is a commodity that has its uses. If I don’t have enough money and I give 

away more than I can afford, then I or my family might go hungry. That is not something that 

Christ would want, for sure. What is more difficult to grapple with, is the sacrifice that I think Jesus 

is really interested in; the giving ‘til it hurts sacrifice of my heart.  
 

I cannot “Serve two masters”. But how do I know which master I serve? My ego tells me, 

particularly when I have just been at Mass, or said my prayers, or indeed whilst writing this 

reflection, that I serve God. If that is the case, why am I not joyful, as the apostles were? Let’s 

examine the evidence. Honest daily reflection can for me, be the best form of prayer there is. How 

many times during this day have I done things or not done things to serve my own purpose? How 

often do I say things, that I know people want to hear, to ensure my standing in their eyes is not 

diminished; even if it is pure courtesy to make them feel better about themselves? How often this 

day have I faked good humour to impress people that I am a jolly good fellow? How much 

satisfaction does the writing of this very reflection give me, by believing that those who hear it will 

think how insightful and holy I am? If I am honest with myself, being a Christian by following 

Christ can, to the outside world, serve my purpose of reassuring myself and my ego, that I am a 

good person who deserves to be saved. Asking me to sacrifice this self-image, for the sake of 

following Christ would be a different matter. How difficult and indeed psychologically and 

spiritually painful would this be, for me, this day?  
 

And therein lies the rub! I think this gospel is literally demanding me to give up everything to 

follow Christ and boy does that hurt! The apostles gave up, and were prepared to give up work, 

money, status, family and their freedom. They risked immediate arrest and uncertainty for their 

futures. None of this mattered. What they truly gave up in the instant they left their nets were their 

other masters, namely their hearts.  
 

For me, today, what does this mean? Well, I think it means that by giving up my heart to Christ, I 

am sacrificing my ego. That same ego would otherwise convince me that I can save myself. How 

misguided that would be. Giving up the misguided part of the faith in myself, my pride and my self

-assurance is difficult, painful and all too often fleeting. Yet in those moments where I can see my 

true self, my true motives and forsake them for his sake, I throw myself on his mercy and ask for 

his help. Here I do feel the joy that must have overwhelmed Simon, Andrew, James and John as 

they left their nets to follow him. That joy is the best evidence I have that I am on the right path to 

the kingdom; a kingdom full of love and joy, a kingdom that starts now.  
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