
THE PARISH OF  

ST CHARLES & ST THOMAS MORE 

PARISH NEWSLETTER 

17th October 2021  

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 
 

Parish Office  
 

Normal opening hours  

are Monday, Tuesday  

& Thursday  

Contact us…  

Parish Telephone  

0151 727 2493 

Parish Email Address  

stcharles@rcaol.org.uk 

 Day Date Times Feast Mass Intention 

Saturday 16/10/21 5.00 pm Vigil 29th Sunday Yr B Dr Joseph Victor Gonsalves 

  6 pm Neo-Catechumenal Community  People of the Parish  

Sunday 17/10/21 9.30 am 29th Sunday Yr B Thanksgiving (JE) 

  11.00 am 29th  Sunday Yr B Mary Essandoh 

Monday 18/10/21 12 noon Funeral Mass for Eileen Smith 

Tuesday 19/10/21 7 pm Ordinary Time Week 29 Joe McGlade 

Wednesday 20/10/21 10 am Ordinary Time Week 29 John Curran 

Thursday 21/10/21 7 pm Ordinary Time Week 29 Thanksgiving CH 

Friday  22/10/21 12 noon Ordinary Time Week 29 Shane Halpin  

Saturday 23/10/21 12.30 pm Wedding Mass for Philip Devine & Christina Dobbs 

  5.00 pm Vigil 30th Sunday Yr B Fred Ferguson 

  6 pm Neo-Catechumenal Community  LISCF 

 Sunday 24/10/21 9.30 am 30th Sunday Yr B Kenneth Foulkes 

  11.00 am 30th  Sunday Yr B People of the Parish  

  

Our earth is a great gift for us but also a huge responsibility. Let us ask honestly:  

How do I care for the world in which we live?  

Do I want it to be beautiful and rich in various forms of life?  

How do I behave towards nature, towards plants and animals?  

Do I know the dangers that other creatures suffer from my careless behaviour?  

 

Before the COP26 

meeting in Glasgow the 

Justice & Peace Group 

are holding a  

“Climate Mass” at  

all Masses this weekend.  

By reflecting on this 

theme together we can 

renew our focus on the  

wonder of Gods’ Creation 

and the responsibility we 

all share to protect  

this great gift and pass it 

on to the  

next generation. 

 

This reflection was written by a Franciscan Friar after the 2018 UN climate 

meeting in Poland. It presents the concerns of the Church for creation.  
 

The Sacrament of the Eucharist, Holy Mass, is at the very centre of our 

Christian life. It gives us a unique opportunity to establish deep communion 

with God and with all material reality. It is a unique place of encounter of the 

Divine and the earthly.  
 

Here, we give thanks for all that is good in us and around us. Here, we express 

our love for the Creator and Lord of the Universe and for the great works that 

he unceasingly accomplishes. Here, we ask that our thoughts, our hearts, and 

our senses be renewed so that we can see our neighbour and nature as God 

does. Here, at last, we ask forgiveness for the evil and sin that destroy the divine 

harmony of the world.  
 

Adapted from ‘The Ecologist’s Breviary’  

by Zdzislaw Kijas OFM Conv, Katowice 2018.  

 

St Charles & St Thomas More Justice & Peace “Climate Mass” 2021 

 

World Mission  

Sunday 
 

Next weekend we pray  

for the missionary work  

of the Church and take  

the annual collection  

for Missio. 



 

Following the Little Way 

“I will spend my heaven doing good on 

earth. I will shower down petals from 

heaven.” St Thérèse of Lisieux 
 

Inspired by these words of St Thérèse we have 

been representing the volunteer help we have 

receive within the parish over the past four weeks 

as a little red petal; one petal for each hour of 

help generously given.  
 

In addition to the activities currently taking place 

we have also introduced a reminder of those 

activities taking place prior to CoVid-19 that are 

yet to resume.   
 

Parish life has always reflected the collaboration 

of many people working together to build up the 

community of faith within the local area.  
 

Volunteer hours this week have increased the total 

number of hours given over the past 4 weeks to a 

total of 421 hours.  
 

Imagine how many more volunteer hours we 

would be recording if every activity had restarted!  
 

Planning ahead... 
 

As we all know Covid-19 has changed things 

dramatically within our society and within the 

Church. Week by week we pleased to see the faces 

of people returning to the parish but we also know 

that there are still faces missing around the 

Church.  
 

When it comes to volunteers the same is true. 

There are some volunteers who are unable to 

return to their previous positions for various 

reasons some of whom are looking for new ways 

to be involved. Some existing volunteers have 

found themselves with more time on their hands 

and are able to step up their involvement while 

others are having to step down. As a parish 

community we are clearly going to need more 

volunteers as we move forward to assist in a 

variety of existing roles and perhaps new ventures 

too.  
 

If you have an hour or two to spare and are 

interested in volunteering within the parish, or if 

you would simply like to find out more, it would 

be great if you could drop an email to the parish 

office with your details.  

 

Easing of Restrictions 

within the Church... 
 

From Tuesday we are entering the next phase of our 

easing of restrictions within the Church. This move has 

been prompted by the particularly high numbers at 

Mass last weekend but for a number of weeks now we 

have seen increasing numbers in the non-socially 

distance section of the pews (75-90) and very few on the 

socially distance section (20-30). It would appear to be 

safer to open all seating and split people so that there 

are between 55 and 65 on each side.   
 

I know that many people who come still value the ability 

to sit in a socially distance bench and for them we will 

change the Mass times during the week to allow for 

more daytime Masses. The new weekday Mass schedule 

will include 3 day time Masses and 2 evening Masses. 

Here social distancing measures will be easier 

managed as we will carry on using every other bench at 

these Masses.    
 

Cleaning between Masses will continue to take place 

after the 5 pm Mass, and between the 9.30 am and 11 

am but during weekdays we will alternate the usage of 

benches, e.g. Monday, Wednesday & Friday benches 

1,3,5 etc will be used Tuesday & Thursday benches 

2,4,6 etc will be used. 
 

The exception to this will be funerals when social 

distancing can not be guaranteed.  

 

New Weekday Mass Times... 
 

After much discussion and a few  

different proposals our new weekday Mass Times  

will be…  
 

   Monday   12 noon 

   Tuesday   7 pm 

   Wednesday  10 am 

   Thursday  7 pm 

   Friday   12 noon 
 

This arrangement of Mass Times allows people who 

wish to attend daytime Masses 3 opportunities per week 

and those who are working, or have daytime 

commitments, 2 opportunities to attend in the evening. 

It also provides the opportunity for something after 

Mass on days and evenings when the parish meeting 

room is not routinely already booked and it still allows 

an opportunity to bring the children from school for 

Mass while allowing pensioners to use their bus pass.  



 

Parish Parking…  
 

It is clear that many people prefer to park on the road 

rather than use the current car parking provision and 

that is completely understandable. The current car 

park provision is cramped and poorly designed, access 

from Aigburth Road is tight, especially when cars are 

parked on the road, visibility is obstructed by the 

pillars and wall, there is always the danger another 

car has stopped in the entrance to drop off or pick up 

or there are pedestrians walking in the area. I have 

been working with the Surveyors Department within 

the Archdiocese over the past few months to see is if 

this situation can be addressed and to get Trustee 

approval to invest in these improvements.  
 

I am pleased to be able to show you the draft proposal 

for the current car park enlargement. The proposal  

involves moving the entrance a little further along 

Aigburth Road and removing the current wall that 

splits the car park area from the entrance way. This 

will create an extra 7 bays by the Church and two 

where the bins currently are stored. This will double 

the size of the car parking space available. However, it 

will be a number of weeks before this can be 

progressed as it will need more detailed planning 

before a formal application to the city planners can be 

made.  
 

Until this work can be completed I have been asked by 

the surveyor with responsibility for Health and Safety 

to remind parishioners of the need to be extremely 

cautious when using the car park, either as a driver or 

a pedestrian. Please ensure that you do not cause a 

blockage when dropping off or collecting people with 

mobility issues.  
 

This hopefully will make a vast improvement to the 

current situation but if you have any comments or 

questions please do not hesitate to ask to speak with Fr 

Ron about this proposal.  

 

Parish Improvement Schemes 2021 – 2022…  

 

 

Parish Meeting Room…  
 

Prior to CoVid-19 the parish meeting facilities seemed inadequate for the variety and number of uses that they 

were hosting and as things are returning to normal those tensions are beginning to arise once more. Now might 

be the moment to ask questions about the current facilities as we plan for their future use and to establish what 

can be done to make things work more efficiently in order to better serve the parish and groups that use them 

and so in the coming weeks a simple survey form will be available to be completed by any group or member of 

the parish to comment on the facilities and to make suggestions for improvements.  



 

Parish Income  

28th Sunday 
 

Envelopes   £413.60 

Loose plate  £437.60 

S. Orders   £393.05 
 

Total         £1244.25 

 

Mass Attendance  

29th Sunday  
 

Sat    5.00 pm  128 

Sun    9.30 am  126  

    11 am     118 
 

Total                372 

 

Candle Intentions  
 

Sanctuary Candle  

Special Intention (JD) 

Marian Candle  

Sr Anne Lamb 

Sacred Heart Candle   

Priestly Vocations 

Pensioners’ Club 

Monday at 2 pm in  

the Parish Meeting Room. 

 

Bingo 

The next Bingo meeting is on 

Friday evening in the  

Parish Meeting Room.  

Eyes down at 8 pm!  

 

Thursday  

Afternoon Group 

Thursday 2.00pm - 3.30pm. 

All are welcome! 

 

Parents and Toddlers 

Group  

meets on Wednesday mornings 

from 9.30 am - 11.30 am in the 

Parish Meeting Room Parents, 

grandparents and carers 

welcome to come along. 

Mothers’ Prayer 

Monday at 7.30 pm in the 

Parish Meeting Room. 

 

Applications for Church of England 

Secondary School Places 
 

I understand the pressure applying for Secondary 

School brings for all parents but it is especially 

complicated on this side of the city because of the 

added requirement that faith references are to be 

sought for Church of England Schools. In normal 

circumstance I would be able to measure attendance 

but due to CoVid-19 pandemic this has been much 

more difficult. To be as fair as possible to all those 

asking I enlisted the help of Fr James when I met 

him during last week but after so long away from 

the parish names without faces were difficult for 

him to assess. The only fair thing I could think of 

was to invite him to celebrate some Masses here and 

so I have invited him to be with us next weekend the 

23rd –24th October and he has gladly agreed.    
 

He will celebrate the 5 pm and the 9.30 am Masses 

and will meet people before the 11 am Mass. He has 

said he can not sign any forms as he is no longer the 

Parish Priest but will give me guidance. If parents 

still require forms completed I would encourage 

them to attend one of these Masses next weekend.  

 

Applications for the With You Always 

Sacramental Programme 2021-22 
 

We hope to be able to run a normal sacramental 

preparation programme for the Sacraments of 

Reconciliation and First Holy Communion this year.  
 

Parents with children in Year 4, who are already 

baptised Catholic, are invited to collect an application 

form at Mass and return it as soon as possible.  

 

Childrens’ Liturgy of the Word 
 

Hopefully, we will be able to restart Childrens’ 

Liturgy of the Word next weekend at the 9.30 am 

Mass. Unfortunately, due to a lack of volunteers we 

are unable to resume the Children’s Liturgy of the 

Word at the 11 am Mass at this time.  
 

After so long a gap parents are welcome to attend 

Children’s Liturgy for the first couple of weeks to get 

their children settled but Archdiocesan Safeguarding 

Rules do not allow parents to regularly attend 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word.  
 

We would, of course, gladly welcome any new 

volunteers to this ministry within the parish.    

 

Candle Intentions  
 

The Marian Candle  

is now booked until  

the end of the year 

however the other 

candles are available.  
 

If you would like to 

make a dedication 

please put it in an 

envelope with the 

intention on and hand 

it to Fr Ron or leave it 

in the basket at the 

back of Church.  
 

Thank you.   

 

Advent Carol Service  

Calling all choir  

members... 
 

We are planning our annual 

Advent Carol Service this 

year for Tuesday 14th  

December and aiming to 

commence rehearsals on 

Monday 1st November 

starting at 7.30 pm Mass.  



Entrance Antiphon   Cf. Ps 16: 6, 8 
 

To you I call; for you will surely heed me, O God; 

turn your ear to me; hear my words. 

Guard me as the apple of your eye; 

in the shadow of your wings protect me. 
 

Sign of the Cross 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Penitential Act 

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and 

so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries. 
 

Lord, who created the whole world and constantly fill 

it with your presence, have mercy on us.  

Lord have mercy   Lord have mercy 

Christ, who, through the Cross and your saving work, 

have united heaven with the earth, have mercy on us.  

Christ have mercy   Christ have mercy  

Lord, who have prepared a new heaven and a new 

earth for us, have mercy on us.  

Lord have mercy    Lord have mercy  
 

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our  

sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, we bless you, 

we adore you, we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

 have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, 

 receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit,   

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Collect 

Almighty ever-living God, 

grant that we may always conform our will to yours 

and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

First reading    Isaiah 53:10-11 
 

If he offers his life in atonement, what the Lord 

wishes will be done 
 

The Lord has been pleased to crush his servant with 

suffering. If he offers his life in atonement, he shall see 

his heirs, he shall have a long life and through him 

what the Lord wishes will be done. 

His soul’s anguish over, he shall see the light and be 

content. By his sufferings shall my servant justify 

many, taking their faults on himself. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm            Psalm 32(33):4-5,18-20,22 
 

May your love be upon us, O Lord,  

as we place all our hope in you. 
 

The word of the Lord is faithful 

 and all his works to be trusted. 

The Lord loves justice and right 

 and fills the earth with his love. 
 

May your love be upon us, O Lord,  

as we place all our hope in you. 
 

The Lord looks on those who revere him, 

 on those who hope in his love, 

to rescue their souls from death, 

 to keep them alive in famine. 
 

May your love be upon us, O Lord,  

as we place all our hope in you. 
 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 

 The Lord is our help and our shield. 

May your love be upon us, O Lord, 

 as we place all our hope in you. 
 

May your love be upon us, O Lord,  

as we place all our hope in you. 
 

Second Reading    Hebrews 4:14-16 
 

Our high priest is one who has been tempted  

in every way that we are 
 

Since in Jesus, the Son of God, we have the supreme 

high priest who has gone through to the highest 

heaven, we must never let go of the faith that we have 

professed. For it is not as if we had a high priest who 

was incapable of feeling our weaknesses with us; but 

we have one who has been tempted in every way that 

we are, though he is without sin. Let us be confident, 

then, in approaching the throne of grace, that we shall 

have mercy from him and find grace when we are in 

need of help. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 



Gospel Acclamation    Jn14:6 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! I am the Way, the Truth and the 

Life, says the Lord; No one can come to the Father 

except through me. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel     Mark 10:35-45 
 

The Son of Man came to give his life  

as a ransom for many 
 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, approached 

Jesus. ‘Master,’ they said to him ‘we want you to do 

us a favour.’ He said to them, ‘What is it you want me 

to do for you?’ They said to him, ‘Allow us to sit one 

at your right hand and the other at your left in your 

glory.’ ‘You do not know what you are asking’ Jesus 

said to them. ‘Can you drink the cup that I must drink, 

or be baptised with the baptism with which I must be 

baptised?’ They replied, ‘We can.’ Jesus said to them, 

‘The cup that I must drink you shall drink, and with 

the baptism with which I must be baptised you shall 

be baptised, but as for seats at my right hand or my 

left, these are not mine to grant; they belong to those 

to whom they have been allotted.’ 
 

When the other ten heard this they began to feel 

indignant with James and John, so Jesus called them 

to him and said to them, ‘You know that among the 

pagans their so-called rulers lord it over them, and 

their great men make their authority felt. This is not 

to happen among you. No; anyone who wants to 

become great among you must be your servant, and 

anyone who wants to be first among you must be 

slave to all. For the Son of Man himself did not come 

to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand  

of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge  

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and life everlasting. Amen. 
  

Prayer over the Offerings 

Grant us, Lord, we pray, 

a sincere respect for your gifts, 

that, through the purifying action of your grace, 

we may be cleansed by the very mysteries we serve. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon  Cf. Ps 32: 18-19 

Behold, the eyes of the Lord 

are on those who fear him, 

who hope in his merciful love, 

to rescue their souls from death, 

to keep them alive in famine. 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Grant, O Lord, we pray, 

that, benefiting from participation in heavenly things, 

we may be helped by what you give in this present age 

and prepared for the gifts that are eternal. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Commitment  

Lord, I come to do your will.  

Lord, I come to do your will.  
 

Lord, allow my ears to listen to the cry of the earth,  

the voices of my sisters and brothers, those who face 

the harsh reality of climate change.  
 

Lord, I come to do your will. 
 

Lord, allow my eyes to see the beauty of creation,  

in flowers, creatures, forests and cities alike.  
 

Lord, I come to do your will. 
 

Lord, allow my voice to speak out for justice and 

ensure people living in poverty are heard.  
 

Lord, I come to do your will. 
 

Lord, allow my hands to care for the earth,  

to toil, to reap, to celebrate.  
 

Lord, I come to do your will. 
 

Lord, allow my feet to take the path less trod,  

to walk the extra mile,  

to take your message out to the world.  
 

Lord, I come to do your will. 
 

By Canon Michael Fitzsimmons 


